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INTRODUCTION 

The African Shipowners Association (ASA) was conceived as a Non-

Governmental Organisation in 2011 to be a forum for the convergence of 

national shipowners associations in each African country, to articulate ideas, 

share their experience and be a voice of advocacy on maritime issues 

relating to Africa.  Legally registered in South Africa in July 2013 

(2013/128246) as a “Non Profit Company” the association has grown over 

the last 7 years to expand its membership to embrace all African ship owners 

and operators whether in national associations or not including every 

maritime stakeholder with a yearning to invest in the development of Africa’s 

maritime sector and ASA’s overall objective of a Pan-African Fleet that 

will carry Africa’s cargo for Africa particularly in the continent’s 

cabotage zones.  This is in tandem with the African Union’s Agenda 2063 

and its revised African Maritime Transport Charter from which it derives its 

mandate.   The Association currently has presence thirty (30) African 

countries and has grown to win the recognition of the African Union.   It is 

consequently now, an Association of reference in the AU’s consideration of 

maritime issues relating to Africa, reinforced by the MOU signed between the 

African Union and the Association. 

Mission 

The mission of the Association has remained from inception the following: 

a. Advocate for harmonized shipping policy in Africa capable of promoting 

harmonious and sustained development of an African Fleet; Promotion 

of the African Shipping Policy. 



b. Build strategic alliances with all stakeholders and advocate for an 

African common position on all maritime issues and defined solutions. 

c. Advocate for co-operation within African Maritime Administrations and 

support African Maritime Administrations in their statutory duties as it 

affects the industry. 

d. Undertake studies that will encourage the promotion and the 

development of an Africa wide shipping industry. 

e. Advocate for, and work at the establishment of national, regional and 

continental shipping lines. 

f. Promote co-operation among African Merchant Shipping Lines. 

g. Advocate for and promote Cabotage at National, Regional and 

Continental level in Africa. 

h. Conduct potential studies of the status of African shipping. 

i. Advocate for support from African and International funding institutions 

to support an African Fleet Agenda. 

j. Advocate for and promote the establishment of regional funds for the 

development of maritime transport. 

k. Promote co-operation in the area of ship repairs. 

l. Support the African Union Commission in its stated objectives in the 

2063 Agenda, 2015 AIM Strategy, and the African Maritime Transport 

Charter. 

 

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 

After 30 years’ experience in Nigeria’s maritime industry and the Indigenous 

Shipowners Association now the Nigerian Shipowners Association, our 

relentless Secretary General came up with the vision of creating an African 



Shipowners Association.    With her foresight and conviction of the potentials 

in Africa’s sector and the dearth of African Shipowners participation in 

Africa’s maritime domain that holds the key to its wealth and prosperity, she 

took a plunge against all odds and birthed the first ever African Shipowners 

Summit in Accra Ghana from the 10th to 12th April 2012. 

The theme of the Inaugural Summit was Global Perspectives of African 

Shipownership and delegates from the Republic of Benin, Ghana, Kenya, 

Nigeria, South Africa including a host of agencies and maritime institutions 

such as MOWCA, Sealink, RMU, Kenyan Maritime Authority and the 

Nigerian Chamber of Shipping participated in the Summit which ended with 

the following recommendations.  

 The establishment of an Association of African Shipowners 

 Develop and implement a transhipment and transit shipping systems, 

particularly to create outlets for Africa’s landlocked countries. 

 Establish a Maritime Development Fund/Bank 

 Promote Intra-African Maritime Trade 

 Encourage implementation of Cabotage within African Countries and 

regions. 

 Encourage African’s Ship Registrars and Maritime Administrators to 

establish their own associations in order to jointly promote a sustained 

growth and development of African merchant fleets. 

Delegates at the Summit set April 2013 for the second Annual African   

Shipowners Summit and noted Nigeria’s interest to host the event.   

However, prior to the Second Summit, the Association of Heads of African 

Maritime Administrations met in Mombasa Kenya in October 2012, in a 



conference co-organised with the ASA. The Mombasa conference resolved 

to adopt the Association as a member and a technical arm of the Association.  

Rather than the proposed Summit in April, there was a nominated Executive 

Council meeting in Lagos with members from each of the African regions to 

consolidate on the outcome of the Accra Summit and prepare for the second 

Summit.   In their deliberations, they dwelt on issues of the Blue Economy 

and its strategic imperatives to Africa and approved South Africa as the host 

of the next Summit, scheduled for September 2013. 

The 2nd ASA Summit was held in South Africa on the 18th – 20th September 

2013 at the International Convention Centre in Johannesburg, South Africa  

with a focus on creating an opportunity for members to network with  various 

sources for ship finance in Africa, and other stakeholders in the African 

maritime Industry. A unique feature of the Summit, is that it was held on the 

side lines of the meeting of Heads of Maritime Administrations in Africa.   This 

Summit also resulted in the formal establishment of the Association’s 

Secretarial Headquarters in South Africa with branches for now in Djibouti, 

Kenya, Nigeria and Seychelles.     

The Association’s 3rd and 4th Conferences in 2015 and 2016 were held in 

Lagos Nigeria and dwelt on financing possibilities for the acquisition of 

vessels. The Association remains grateful to Heritage Bank for its support to 

singlehandedly host the 5th Conference at the Eko Hotel on the 24th – 26th 

February 2016. .   

At the African Union Commission’s (AUC) Extraordinary Summit of African 

Heads of State scheduled for 15th October 2016 in Lomé and sequel to ASA’s 

mandate by the AUC to undertake side events to the Summit, the Association 



took the challenge to host African maritime stakeholders to its 6th Conference 

12th and 13th October in Lomé in support of the Togolese Governments 

efforts, to further enhance the AUC’s thrust towards achieving the “Africa We 

Want”. The Extraordinary Summit was focused on the Blue Ocean Economy 

and the African Integrated Maritime Strategy (AIMS 2050) for seas and 

oceans. Sponsored by the Togolese Government through the country’s 

WIMA team, the Conference with its theme – Maritime Development and 

the Blue Economy: Harnessing Africa’s Inheritance - premised on the 

declared focus of the AU 2016 Lomé Summit, in a bid to stir up African 

maritime professionals, experts and stakeholders’ deliberations towards 

providing the necessary strategic roadmap to enhance AU’s goals was a 

huge success as its resolution, presided over by our current Association’s 

President, was the then AU’s Chairpersons charge to the Heads of 

Government  at the Summit.  For emphasis permit me to quote: 

“Excellences, Africa is considered as a big island, with 38 countries 

being coastal or island States, with two oceans and seas, and a coastal 

line three times the size of her landmass. It is therefore important for 

our development. It is therefore important that we consider 

mechanisms to explore our continental shelf….. 

Over 90% of African imports and exports are transported through the 

seas, oceans and waterways, maritime issues are therefore not only a 

concern of coastal and island countries, but equally so for landlocked 

countries… Pursuant to the AU Constitutive Act, we are guided by the 

vision and the need to “build a partnership between governments and 

all segments of civil society, in particular women, youth and the private 

sector, in order to strengthen solidarity and cohesion among our 

peoples”.  In pursuit of this vision, yesterday we had the opportunity to 

interact with associations of, ship owners, women in maritime, maritime 

administrators, and port operators.  I wish to take this opportunity to 

highlight some of their concerns: 



1.  In relation to ownership, they propose that we promote ways for 
Africans to own their own vessels by amongst others ensuring that 
African owned cargo as well as our exports and imports be transported 
by African owned ships; 

2.  They also requested that we pay attention to coastal shipping 
instead of ferrying most our goods by road; 

3.   They also raised the issue of financing and they propose that we 
consider developing a Maritime Bank which can assist African 
business people; 

4.  They finally proposed that the AU establish a permanent maritime 
unit at the Commission, which unit will be composed of professionals 
and technocrats who will research, collate data and advice on the 
maritime industry, legislators and various sectors. “ 

We departed Lomé elated and very fulfilled.  

The 6th ASA Conference with its theme – Africa and the Blue Economy: 

Harnessing Africa’s Maritime Inheritance - was held from the 23rd – 25th 

April in Mahe’ – Seychelles, under the aegis of the African Union 

Commission supported by the Government of Seychelles and its Petroleum 

Company – Seypec, rallied maritime stakeholders in Africa’s to jointly 

identify the next concrete steps that will galvanize and facilitate the 

implementation of the AUC’s yearnings to stimulate the prosperity and 

development of Africa’s Maritime Domain and blue economy, in line with the 

stated intentions and objectives of Agenda 2063, the revised African 

Maritime Transport Charter and the African Integrated Maritime 

Strategy 2050.   The Conference objective were as follows: 

1. To gather leading actors and other stakeholders in Africa’s 

shipping community to discuss and identify workable solutions to 

the sectors’ key challenges.   



2. To initiate work on a 10-year road map on the development of 

Africa's Maritime Industry, in alignment with the AU’s agenda on the 

development of Africa’s Blue Economy.   

3. To promote the case for increased African ownership of Africa’s 

shipping industry and the development of an African Fleet.    

4. To garner high-level political and economic support for the 

development of a strategy to significantly increase African 

ownership and participation in the continent’s shipping and maritime 

sectors.   

5. To formally introduce the Pan African Shipping Line.   

Far reaching resolutions were taken at the event. The Association held a 

meeting on the sidelines of the Summit chaired by its Vice President Mrs 

Caroline Mawandiji. Seychelles donated a land for the building of the 

Headquarters of the African Shipping Line. And on the recommendation of 

the Association the country was appointed Champion of the African Blue 

Economy. 

This fortunately will be subjected to this AGM’s conclusion.    

In furtherance of this Status report, kindly permit me to highlight a few more 
issues of the Association beyond the 7 annual conferences that this AGM 
has to deliberate on.   These are as follows: 

A. Review of our draft Constitution.  
 

B. OUR EXECUTIVES. These appointments have been nominated as 
deemed necessary in the past and are now subject to this AGM’s 
ratification.  There are also other vacant appointments to be filled in 
accordance to our reviewed Constitution. 

 
Mr Stanley Ahorlu    President 
Mrs Caroline Masala Mawadiji  1st Vice President 
Ms Funmi Folorunso    Secretary General 2011 to Date 



Mr Joseph Juma    Eastern Africa                                                                                       
Commander Tsietsi Mokhele       Southern Africa                                                                                  
Mr Conrad Benoiton                      African Tanker Operations                                                                                     
Mr Aminu Umar            West Africa                                                                             
Mr Yisi Emmanuel Dosi  Central Africa                                                                                                               
Mr Amegnido Gato                        TOGO  
Mr Temisan Omatseye   Immediate Past President. 
 
RAdm Godwill Ombo Rtd  Conferences/Programs Director 
 
2nd Vice President 
2 Legal Advisers 
Financial Adviser 
Treasurers (Continental and Regional) 
Regional Secretaries. 

 
C. Funding Issues – Membership dues, etc. 
D. Maritime Desk at the AU 
E. Trade in Services 
F. Africa Shipping Line 
G. Africa @Nor Shipping 2019 
H. Investors Forum Seychelles September 2019 

 
Finally, it is expedient that this distinguished audience also notes further 
efforts of the existing Association’s Secretariat Teams’ current reach: 
  
STRATEGIC ALLIANCES 
 

1. MOU with the African Union 
2. MOU with PMAESA 
3. MOU with WOMESA 
4. MOU with the Arab Federation of Shipping 
5. Relationship with the International Chamber of Shipping  
6. Relationship with the Afrexim Bank 
7. Relationship with UNIDROIT 
8. Relationship with the Economic Commission of Africa 
9. Member Norwegian- African Business Association  
10.Member Association of African Maritime Administration 

 
 



AFRICAN SHIPOWNERS AND ASSOCIATIONS 

African Independent Feeder 
African Royal Shipping Lines Ltd 
Algerian Shipping & Chartering  
Alpha Marine Shipping Services 
Arab Maritime Petroleum Transport Company (A.M.P.T.C). 
Beraka Eagle Shipping Togo 
Brittania - U 
Cobenam   
Compagnie Tunisienne De Navigation 
Djibouti Shipping Lines 
Egyptian Drilling Company  
Elekhom Group Ltd 
Ethiopia Shipping and Logistics Services Enterprise 
Express Shipping Ltd 
German Tankers 
Groupe Gato Shipping and Logistics  
Hyproc Shipping  
Kenya Ferry Services Limited 
Kenya National Shipping Line Ltd 
Lignes Maritimes Congolaises 
Lisen Nambi 
Malawi Shipping Company 
Marine Bulk Carriers South Africa (Pty) Ltd. 
Marine Platforms 
Mauritius Shipping Corporation Ltd (Mscl) 
Nidas Marine Limited  
Oceanfreight Ea Limited 
Polmaz 
Royal Shipping Agency 
Sahara Group 
Sanganib Shipping Line Co.Ltd. 
Sea Transport 
Sealink 
Secil Marítima 
Seypec 
Sonangol 
Stoilic 
Sudan Shipping Lines 



Tallship Haulers Pty Ltd 
Togo Oil & Marine 
Transmaritima Sa 
 
Associação Dos Armadores Da Marinha Mercante  
Liberian Shipowners' Council 
Shipowners and Agents Association Of Ghana (Soaag) 
Shipowners Association of Nigeria 
Union Des Consignataires Et Armateurs Du Cameroun 
 

 
 
Countries Reached: 
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Angola 
Benin 
Republic of Congo 
Cote d'Ivoire 
Djibouti 
Egypt 
Ethiopia 
Ghana 
Kenya 
Nigeria 
Seychelles 
South Africa 
Togo 
Zambia 
                                                                              


